Pericardial Access for LARIAT Left Atrial Appendage Closure.
Anterior pericardial puncture requires intimate knowledge of the mediastinal anatomy and careful review of the individual anatomic characteristics of each patient. Familiarity with the procedure's anatomic foundations and with the basic principles of each procedural step are critical, but once this is achieved, the procedure is safe and, in most cases, preferable to a standard inferior puncture. An uncomplicated and properly placed pericardial puncture is the basis of a successful of LARIAT suture delivery device procedure. Operators must master the intricacies of the anterior pericardial puncture before embarking on LARIAT left atrial appendage ligation.